

Obtrusive Light
The CfDS Petition to the European Parliament



In June 1994 Bob Mizon, Campaign for Dark Skies coordinator, and Rudolf Stolte ofGersthofen, Germany, had the idea that a petition to the European Parliament mightbe one way forward in the furtherance of the dark skies cause, given the intransigence of the UK Department of the Environment, and the lack of interest in some othercountries, on the question of legislation about light pollution.

Herr Stolte proposed a two-pronged approach, but bemoaned the fact that it would bedifficult to raise support in Germany, where he believed, the dark skies movementis less well-organised, and there is little interest among MEPs on the subject.Bob and Herr Stolte decided that CfDS, which has a high profile in the Europeandebate about skyglow, should produce and present the petition to the European Parliament'sPetitions Committee under the heading of 'Environmental and Cultural Petitions', withsupporting letters from MEPs and large astronomical organisations throughout Europe.The sixty-three local officers of the Campaign, who are scattered (literally) fromPlymouth to John O'Groats, were asked to enlist their MEPs' support, and astronomicalbodies in many countries were asked by CfDS and Her Stolte to lend their voices.

Gerard Gilligan, CfDS local officer for Merseyside, found a useful ally in LyndonHarrison, MEP for Cheshire and Wirral, who wholeheartedly supports the cause. Mr Harrisonpromised to help where possible at the presentation stage of the petition's progressand afterwards. He said that CfDS had made 'a solid and powerful case'

CfDS thanks all local officers and BAA members who have undertaken supporting actionfor what we hope will be the eventual success of the document.

Bob Mizon.


To the President of the European Parliament and the Petitions Committee

A Petition
Concerning the adverse effects of stray artificial light uponthe night sky, and the need for the European environment authorities to take action to preserve out view of the heavens.

Originator: The Committee of the Campaign for Dark Skies of theBritish Astronomical Association.

Sir, 
For several decades now the amount of artificial light allowed to spill into the nightsky from poorly shielded and badly-directed lighting of all sorts has increased. Largeurban populations all over Europe are now deprived of any view of the details of theirheritage above, and an important part of the environment of all people, whether urbanor rural, is under threat.

Skyglow is caused by particles and aerosols in the atmosphere scattering waste lightfrom fittings which allow light to issue above the horizontal. The British AstronomicalAssociation's campaign does not seek to remove or interfere with good quality lighting,but simply asks for the right amount of light, and only where needed.

At the present in the United Kingdom certain bodies connected with the field of lighting,for example the British Standards Institution, the Institution of Lighting Engineers andthe Department of Transport, have recognised the validity of arguments against skyglow,energy saving, protection of the night-time environment and visibility of the night sky.Many local authorities have also incorporated the idea of controlling light into theirlocal plans.

However, the British Government's Department of the Environment does not consider thatregulatory action is necessary on stray light, contrary to such EC regulations as 89/364/EEC on the efficient use of electricity, and 91/565/EEC on the promotion ofenergy efficiency in the European Community. So the problem of over-bright domesticsecurity lighting, with typical values of 500watts and the accompanying light trespassand glare, adds to the existing waste light from public fittings.

Enclosed please find an example of correspondence between a representative of the Campaignfor Dark Skies and the Department of the Environment. The Department's often repeatedassertion that light pollution is not a matter for regulation but for public educationwill mean the increasingly rapid disappearance of the normal night-time environment,both terrestrial and celestial, increased trespass of light as a nuisance to neighbouringproperties and further energy waste from lighting.

The committee of the British Astronomical Association's Campaign for Dark Skies thereforeearnestly and urgently requests that action be taken to convince all relevant agencies ofEurope's governments of the need to address this problem. As we have stated in out literature,solving the problem of light pollution is an idea whose time has come. We can leave no betterenvironmental legacy to our descendants than a view of the beauty of the night sky, whichis undoubtedly an area of special cultural an scientific interest and the birthright of us all.

Signed: Robert E. Mizon, BA, FRAS
39 The Vineries, Colehill, Wimbourne, Dorset. BH21 2PX. England

Profession: Teacher; Nationality: British.

Signed on behalf of and with the approval of the Committee of the British Astronomical Association's Campaign for Dark Skies:

Mr R. Arbour

Mr R. Henderson
Dr C.J. Baddiley
Mr P. Kemp
Mr G. Bryant

Dr J. Mason
Mr G. Hawkins

Dr P. Murdin

of the committee the petitioner is also a member.

